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Welcome to the New York State Bar Association's annual Continuing Legal Education 
program sponsored by the Committee on Mandated Representation (CMR). The mission 
of the CMR is to "rnake recommendations to the Executive Committee of the New York 
State Bar Association relevant to methods of providing mandated representation and 
undertaking other activities that will further the goal of ensuring quality mandated repre­ 
sentation." The Committee's annual and free CLE programs are one example of its efforts 
to fulfill its mission. This year, recognizing that all too often family law takes a backseat 
to criminal defense in the world of public defense, the program is entirely devoted to 
enhancing the professionalism of family law practitioners. 
A special thank you to CMR members Janet Fink, New York State Unified Court System 
Deputy Counsel on Family Court and Counsel to New York State Family Violence Task 
Force; Linda Gehron, President & CEO of Hiscock Legal Aid Society in Syracuse; and Susan 
Lindenauer, Co-Chair of the State Bar Association Task Force on Family Court and Chair 
of the 2,254-member Senior Lawyers Section, for coordinating today's presentation. 1 
also wish to express our Committee's appreciation to State Bar staff members Kristen 
Wagner and Eunice Bencke for helping put together this year's program. 
We are lucky to have leading professionals in the field of family law presenting on do­ 
mestic violence, Article 1 O proceedings, representing third parties and relatives, crossing 
borders (including Hague Convention applicability), and updates on the Uniform Child 
Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act, Uniform lnterstate Family Support Act, and 
lndian Child Welfare Act. 
We thank our presenters for their time and commitment to improving our collective client 
representation. They include: 
Amanda McHenry, Esq., Hiscock Legal Aid Society 
Gary Solomon, Esq., Legal Aid Society Juvenile Rights Practice 
Han. Deborah Kaplan, Statewide Coordinating Judge for Family Violence Cases 
Marguerite A. Smith, Esq. 
Thomas Gordon, Family Court Magistrate 
Audrey E. Stone, Esq., Chief Counsel to the Office of the Statewide Coordinating Judge 
for Family Violence Cases 
Jeremy Morley, Esq. 
Angela Burton, Esq., New York State Office of lndigent Legal Services 
Adele Fine, Esq., Assistant Public Defender, Monroe County 
Linda Gehron, Esq., President & CEO, Hiscock Legal Aid Society 
Janet Fink, Esq., New York State Unified Court System Deputy Counsel on Family Court 
Nancy Farrell, Esq., Hiscock Legal Aid Society 



The CMR also takes this opportunity to recognize colleagues who have made significant 
contributions to enhancing the quality of mandated representation. With thanks to our 
Awards Selection Subcommittee members, Chair Malvina Nathanson, Norman Effman, 
Klaus Eppler, and Majer Gold, during the luncheon recess we will hold a brief awards 
presentation ceremony. 
There are two categories of awards that will be presented: 
Named in memory of Denison Ray, a career legal activist, who led legal services programs 
in New York and other states, the Denison Ray Award recognizes defense attorneys or 
organizations which exemplify the highest level of professionalism in providing zealous 
representation to indigent clients. 
Recipients of this year's Denison Ray Awards are Monroe County Public Defender Tim Do­ 
naher, Nancy Farrell and Amanda McHenry of Syracuse's Hiscock Legal Aid Society Family 
Court Program, and Peter Wolk of New York County Defender Services. 
lnstituted in 2007, the Promoting Excellence in Mandated Representation Award rec­ 
ognizes an individual attorney and/or organization who has "demonstrated consistent 
adherence to the highest professional standards in providing mandated representation," 
has "engaged in innovative efforts to improve the overall quality of mandated represen­ 
tation," or has "promoted steps by the legislature, executive branch or judiciary to ensure 
the provision of high quality mandated representation." 
Recipients of this year's Promoting Excellence in Mandated Representation awards are 
New York State Senator John DeFrancisco and Assemblymember Patricia Fahy for their 
joint efforts in supporting criminal justice reform and specifically, advancing the Justice 
Equality Act, a funding bill to guarantee that the improvements and benefits to the five 
counties which were parties to the Hurrell-Harring lawsuit settlement, would be expand­ 
ed to the other 57 counties in New York State. Ultimately, following Governor Cuomo's 
veto, the Governor incorporated much of the Justice Equality Act into his 2017 budget. 
Also, receiving Promoting Excellence in Mandated Representation awards will be the 
New York State Office of lndigent Legal Services, and Thomas Klein and Antoinette Cos­ 
tanza of the New York City Legal Aid Society. 
The distinguished recipients of these awards were selected because they have personally 
provided, or facilitated, the highest leve! of quality representation to indigent clients. 
Each honoree is truly deserving of this special recognition. Congratulations to the 2017 
award recipients! 
Recognizing the vital role that on-going training plays in the consistently high quality 
of mandated legal services, it is only fitting that we combine training with recognition 
of those devoted to enhancing quality representation. The CMR is dedicated to offering 
attorneys who work in this often under-paid and under-appreciated arena on-going 
opportunities to acquire, develop, and enhance their skills. The Committee launched its 
first free continuing legal education seminar in 2007. The Committee is confident that 
you will find the training stimulating, enlightening and full of practica! guidance which 
will enhance your effectiveness as a mandated attorney advocate. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Kossover 
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Past Award Recipients 

Denison Ray Award 

2015 
Gregory A. Kilburn 

2013 
Appeals Bureau 

Majar Gold 

2011 
Jerome K. Frost 

2008 
Andre A. Vita/e 

2006 
Mark J. Caruso 

2004 
Alfred O'Connor 

2001 
Robert E. Massi 
Richard W Rich 

2000 
Drew R. DuBrin 

Michele Fox 

1998 
Raymond A. Kelly, Jr. 
Timothy B. Rountree 

1997 
John H. Ciulla, Jr. 

Susan Hofkin Saloman 

1995 
Thomas N. N. Angel/ 

A/len Farbman 

1994 
Alexander Lesyk 

Howard A. Pincus 



Promoting Excellence in Mandated Representation Award 

2015 
Joanne Marcí, Esq. 

Center Far Famíly Representation 
The Justice First Project of the Center far Appellate Lítigation 

2013 
New York State Defenders Association 

New York Civil iibetties Unían Foundation 
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP 

2011 
Office of the Appel/ate Defender 

Charles F. O'Bríen 

2009 
Joseph S. Damelio 

Lawyers far Children, !ne. 
The Family Court Project of Southern Tier Legal Services 

2007 
The Bronx Defenders 
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